NEWSLETTER
22nd November 2019
‘Every Child Counts, Every Moment Matters’

Pudsey Pops By!
Pudsey and his team popped by our school to surprise our pupils during our special Children
in Need assembly on Tuesday 12th November.
The theme for the day was 80’s and/or spots. 80’s to coincide with BBC
Hereford and Worcester celebrating their 30th year on the airwaves and
spots for Pudsey. We were amazed at the fantastic outfits that children
came to school in—well done and thank you for your support and creative
flair! Staff also had fun by dressing up for Children in Need too. Mr Parker
particularly embraced the 80’s theme by wearing a shell suit accessorised
with some of the finest 80’s accessories including some gold ‘bling’ and an
iconic 80’s moustache - suits you Mr Parker!
We would like to thank Tina, our regular after school
and local Zumba instructor, for giving up her time to
lead us through a whole school dance performance of
‘Oops Upside Your Head’. Pudsey loved our routine so
much he joined in with all the children.! A brief video
of our performance even made it on to BBC Midlands
evening news on the evening of the main Children in
Need event.

Pudsey also popped into our PreSchool where he posed for a picture
with Willow Class children.

We were pleased to be able to hand over
more than £200.00 to Pudsey to take
back to Children in Need.

We hope pupils enjoyed their brief insight in to the 80’s!

Operation Christmas Child: Shoe Box Appeal
Thank you to everyone that kindly bought in a shoebox filled
with wonderful gifts. As part of our Operation Christmas Child
Shoe Box Appeal.
The boxes have been collected and will be distributed, along with
other shoe boxes from Bromsgrove, to less fortunate children
around the world to open up this Christmas.
Thank you for your kindness and thoughtfulness.

Candle Light Lantern Procession
Wednesday 27th November sees our first ever ‘Candle Light Lantern Procession’ take place
through our Forest School site.
We have been overwhelmed by the response for tickets for this event. We have now
stopped taking bookings and orders for hot dogs have been placed. Tickets have been sent
out already.
Please note you must have a ticket for each person attending this event - this includes
school children. Entrance to the event will not be permitted without a ticket.
Don’t forget to wear suitable footwear, wrap up warm and bring a torch!

Road Safety Week / Cycle Sign Competition
During our Road Safety week children were visited by Miriam Gorman, a Project Support
Officer from Worcestershire County Council. Miriam spoke to children about the new cycle
and walk infrastructures that have been developed in and around Bromsgrove to help reduce some of the traffic problems seen so frequently in Bromsgrove and also to promote
the wonderful countryside we are so lucky to have in our town.
All children were sent home with a ‘Bromsgrove Cycle and
Walk Sign Competition’ sheet.
Children are invited to design and create a bright and bold
sign to indicate cycle routes within our town. A few
schools in Bromsgrove are taking part in this competition.
A winner from our school will be put forward to the local
rounds where an overall winner will be chosen and awarded
with a bike voucher worth £300.00, our school will also
receive prizes.

The deadline for his competition is Friday 6th December
- please send all entries into the school office, clearly
named.
Good luck!

News From….Maple Class
This half term we are exploring all kinds of animals through our topic ‘Wonderful Wildlife’.
So far we have been finding out about wildlife in our local environment including spiders
and insects. We have also been investigating how different wild animals adapt to the colder
weather conditions. The children have been learning about those animals that hibernate
such as hedgehogs and field mice and those that have to continue to hunt for food such as
foxes and badgers.
Recently we went on a paw print hunt around the maze to see if we could identify and
match the prints to the different animals.

In English we have been looking at a range of nonfiction books to support our topic. The children have
been have been introduced to the features of these
texts such as the function of the contents, index and
glossary pages. They have thoroughly enjoyed learning
lots of facts, (the gorier the better!), about different
creatures and have been producing their own fact
sheets.

We are now looking forward to the run up to Christmas and of course entertaining you with
our Key Stage 1 Nativity performance!
Ms Neale
Maple Class Teacher

Colder Weather - Warmer Clothes
The weather has most definitely changed and winter is just around the corner. With this in
mind please can we ask that you send your child into school with a warm coat to wear at
break and lunchtimes.
Forest School
We also ask that children wrap up warm and bring in extra layers to wear for their Forest
School sessions. Children will be up exploring in the Forest come rain or shine, it is important that they have warm clothing to help them stay warm so they can enjoy learning
outdoors. We recommend sending your child in to school with an old coat that they can
wear in the Forest that you won’t mind getting dirty. Children wear waterproofs provided
by the school - an old coat underneath this would be a great help to keep them warm. Hats
and gloves are essential at this time of year. Please remember to clearly label every item of
clothing, our lost property has lots of single gloves that are impossible to get back to their
owners as they have no name in them.
Outdoor P.E.
Every week children take part in an outdoor P.E. lesson. Please make sure your child has navy joggers and a hoody / jumper in school for these lessons. Children are permitted to wear
trainers for these lessons.
A full uniform list can be found on our website: https://www.millfieldsfirstschool.co.uk/
information/school-uniform/ As ever, please make sure every item is clearly named!

Friends Events
We would like to say a great big thank you to the Friends Association for all their hard
work in raising valuable funds for your children to enjoy and benefit from.
The latest project they have supported us with is the whole school Aladdin Pantomime visit,
the Friends have very kindly covered the whole cost of the transport for each child —which
is well over £1,600.00! Without this support we would not be able to offer children the opportunity to experience a Christmas treat such as a pantomime visit.
This is a particularly busy period for the Friends Association, please see a list of important
upcoming dates that the Friends are organising for the school:
Monday 24th November—
Thursday 5th December

Chocolate / Biscuit Week: Please bring chocolates / biscuits to your
child's class teacher

Thursday 5th December

Bottle Donation: Children can wear a Christmas Jumper in exchange for
bringing in a bottle which will go towards our popular Bottle Tombola!

Thursday 5th December

Santa Visit: £1.50 per child to visit Santa in school

Friday 6th December

Christmas Fayre: If you are able to help out at this fantastic event please
email: friends@millfields.worcs.sch.uk

Monday 16th December

Parents Presents: £1.50 per present per parent

Please send in all payments for each individual events in a clearly named envelope, thank you.

Jill Murphy, ‘The Worst Witch’ author, phones Millfields!
On Monday 18th November, famous author, Jill Murphy
phoned Millfields First School in response to a lovely letter
she had received earlier on in the year.
Having finishing the illustrations for her next book, a follow
up to ‘Peace at Last’, (a book she wrote nearly 40 years ago!),
Jill had time to go through all of her post and found a lovely
letter from Honey, who at the time of writing the letter was
in Year 2, Miss Smith’s class.
Miss Smith had asked children to think about their favourite
author and, during their English lessons had drafted, practised
and wrote, in neat, a letter asking them for an inspirational
quote for our library to encourage children to read more and
to develop a love of reading. Jill was so touched by Honey’s
letter she wanted to send the school a couple of her books to
help fill up our library to inspire children to read.
True to her word, a few days later a special package was sent to
school from Jill Murphy which included some very special copies of
‘Meltdown!’, ‘The Worst Witch’, and ‘Five Minutes’ Peace‘. She also
enclosed a special letter to Honey.
Honey, now in Year 3, was so pleased that Jill had replied to her letter and said “I was so
excited to find out that Jill had written a letter back to me, I’m so happy! I really didn’t
think that I would receive a letter back!”
Miss Smith, Rowan Class teacher, (who is a big Jill Murphy fan!), was
super excited that the Jill Murphy phoned our school and sent
through a response to Honeys letter as well as some wonderful books
for our library.
Whilst on the phone we asked Jill if she had an inspirational quote
for children about reading. She replied by saying that she hoped that
more children would replace the electronic items they have in their
hands these days for books to read. We think that’s not a bad idea!
Jill has also very kindly offered to send us through one of the first copies of her next book
due out in September next year - we can’t wait to read it and share it with the children.

Gold Book Award
Each week we celebrate a child from every class who has demonstrated admirable behaviour
or attitudes that promote our school values.

Gold Book Award

Class Attendance Award
Each week we celebrate the class with the highest attendance rate.
Well done to the following classes for their brilliant attendance over the last few weeks:

Week ending:

Week ending:

Week ending:

8th November

15th November

22nd November

2019

2019

2019

Cedar Class

Holly Class

Cherry Class

99%

99%

99%

Stars of the week so far...
Each week we celebrate children from each class that have worked particularly hard to produce excellent pieces of work. These children have the opportunity to present and discuss
their work with Mrs Montandon or others members of the Senior Leadership Team.
Well done to all our stars that have worked hard so far this Year — keep up the great
work!

Blake B.
Acorns H

Dates for your Diary
Wednesday 27th November

Candle Light Lantern Procession - Ticketed Event

Thursday 28th November

Early Years Farm Visit

Thursday 5th December

Santa visits school!

Thursday 5th December

Christmas Jumper Day - in return for a bottle donation

Friday 6th December

Year 4 Christmas Craft and Carols at St Johns School

Friday 6th December

Christmas Fayre

Tuesday 10th December

Pre-school and Reception Nativity (Morning)

Wednesday 11th December

Flu Vaccinations for whole school: Reception to Year 4

Thursday 12th December

Pre-school and Reception Nativity (Morning)

Friday 13th December

Bag2School - Bags can be dropped in Pre-School Garden

Friday 13th December

Pre-school and Reception Nativity (Morning)

Friday 13th December

Key Stage 1 Nativity (Afternoon)

Monday 16th December

Key Stage 1 Nativity (Afternoon)

Monday 16th December

Parent Presents

Tuesday 17th December

Key Stage 1 Nativity (Morning)

Wednesday 18th December

Baptist Church Pantomime Years 3 & 4

Wednesday 18th December

Christmas Lunch

Wednesday 18th December

Children’s Christmas parties

Thursday 19th December

Key Stage 2 Carol Service (Afternoon) St John’s church

Friday 20th December

Whole School Pantomime Visit — Aladdin

Friday 20th December

Last Day of Autumn Term
School Closed for Christmas

Tuesday 7th January

First Day of Spring Term

Tuesday 28th January

Eye Tests: Reception Classes

Tuesday 11th February

Hearing Screening: Acorns E

Wednesday 12th February

Hearing Screening: Acorns H

‘Every Child Counts, Every Moment Matters’

Term Dates
2019 / 2020

Millfields First School Term Dates for the Academic Year 2019 / 2020

Term

Date School Re-Opens

Date School Closes

Autumn Half Term 2

Monday 4th November 2019

Friday 20th December 2019

School Closed:
Christmas Holidays
Spring Half Term 1
School Closed:
Spring Half Term
Spring Half Term 2
School Closed:
Easter Holidays
Summer Half Term 1
School Closed:
Summer Half Term

Summer Half Term 2

Monday 23rd December 2019 - Friday 3rd January 2020
Tuesday 7th January 2020

Friday 14th February 2020

Monday 17th February 2020 - Friday 21st February 2020
Monday 24th February 2020

Friday 3rd April 2020

Monday 6th April 2020 - Friday 17th April 2020
Monday 20th April 2020

Friday 22nd May 2020

Monday 25th May 2020 - Friday 29th May 2020

Monday 1st June 2020

Friday 17th July 2020

School will also be closed on the following dates:

Teacher Training Days

Bank Holidays

Friday 25th October 2019

Friday 8th May 2020 (May Day)

Monday 6th January 2020
Monday 20th July 2020

