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Special Service Recognition Awards
We would like to congratulate Debby Crane (Site Supervisor) and
Debbie Neale (Maple Class Teacher) for both achieving their 25
years service award.
Both ladies have worked at Millfields First School for the last 25
years, first walking through our gates back in 1994. Since then
they have never looked back!
Ms Neale says: ‘I can’t believe that 25 years has passed so quickly. It has been such a great
experience to be part of the community that Millfields First School is. It is lovely that I
am now teaching the children of the children I used to teach when I first started!’
Mrs Crane said of her 25 years service: ‘I have seen lots of changes over the years. It has
been a joy to see the school grow and thrive. I really enjoy getting involved in all the events
and can’t wait to see what the next few years have in store!’
Ms Neale and Mrs Crane now join the list of long serving members of staff alongside Mrs
Brown, Mrs Greenway and Mrs Harris.

This is a fantastic achievement - well done ladies, here’s to the next 25 years!!

Aladdin: Whole School Theatre Visit
We hope your child enjoyed their visit to the Malvern Theatre on Friday 20th December to
watch the pantomime ‘Aladdin’.
It was a thoroughly entertaining performance filled with lots of laughter. We are so proud
of how each and every child behaved. We would like to thank you for your co-operation as
we battled through the traffic to try and get back to school on time—your understanding
was very much appreciated.
We received 90% of contributions towards this visit, thank you for those that helped to
ensure this visit went ahead—without your support we would not have been able to provide
the children this experience. Thank you to the Friends Association for covering the
transport costs for us—this has been a great help.

Warm Clothes for Forest School
As it is considerably colder outside now, we would like to ask that you send your child to
school with some warmer clothes to wear at Forest School, (extra layers, hats and gloves
are recommended). Children will be outside in all weathers in their wellies - an extra pair of
woolly socks to help keep their feet warm would be really beneficial.
We would also like to ask that you send your child with some suitable outdoor gloves to
wear in the Forest. Woolly gloves, when wet, can make the children's fingers very cold and
prevents them from being able to do the different activities in comfort. Waterproof / gardening gloves over woolly gloves are warmer and more practical.
Children will wear their coats up to the Forest during colder days. Please send your child in
to school in an old coat that you won’t mind getting dirty as it can be quite muddy up there!
Thank you for your co-operation.

Year 4 Residential Payments
As the Year 4 Residential visit to the Pioneer Centre is getting closer please make sure
that you are up to date with your payments. Full payment is due to be made by Friday 20th
March.
We will be sending more information including a kit list out very soon. In the meantime
please keep hold of any old trainers and clothing as these will be ideal to take away.
Look out for details regarding an information evening coming up for parents of those children going on the residential.

Parking
Please do not park across the drives of our local residents. This is impolite and causes inconvenience. Please also be reminded that the disabled bays around our school are for use
of people who display a valid disabled badge. Thank you.

Poppy Appeal
We would like to thank all children that supported our 2019 Poppy Appeal. We have received confirmation from The Royal British legion that Millfields First School has raised
£81.05, this is a fantastic amount. Thank you all.

Bag2School
As a result of our Bag2School day back in December, when lots of you bought in donations
of old clothes, you helped to raise over £145.00! The money raised will go towards projects
that the Friends Association currently have planned for this year. Thank you for your support.

Class Assemblies for 2020
We are pleased to be able to invite you into school this year to watch your child’s assembly.
Please see the table below for the list of dates for each class assembly. There is no need
to book for these events. Each assembly will begin in the hall shortly after 9.00am and will
last for approximately half an hour.

Date

Class

Wednesday 29th April
Wednesday 6th May
Wednesday 13th May
Wednesday 20th May
Wednesday 3rd June
Wednesday 10th June
Wednesday 17th June
Wednesday 24th June
Wednesday 1st July
Wednesday 8th July
Thursday 16th July

Oak
Hazel
Maple
Cedar
Cherry
Beech
Rowan
Acorns E
Holly
Acorns H
YEAR 4 Leaver’s assembly

We kindly ask that you line up from the doors outside of the office, down the path prior to
the assembly starting.
You are welcome to record / take photos of these assemblies however you must not share
images of other children on shared on social media.

News From… Early Years
On Wednesday 15th January, children from Willow and both Acorns classes were visited by
Steve from Tropical inc. (DWAEC). Steve brought along some of his fury and scaly friends
to help to further enrich children's learning and understanding of their current topic ’Animals’. All of the children were extremely brave and very inquisitive and listened carefully to the fascinating facts. All of the children, and the animals, were very well behaved.
We hope they enjoyed the visit! Below are some pictures from the exciting morning:

Poetry from cherry Class
Cherry Class have been writing their very own ‘List Poems’ this term. We would like to
share some of their brilliant work below with you.
‘Henry’s Lunch Box by Henry
My lunchbox has a bat on top,
My lunch box I would never swap.
I always have some yummy Dunkers,
I think it all came from a bunker.

Children have been inspired to think of
wonderful items that they would like to
collect to put in a box. Some children
have even written about a box that
means something to them.

I always have amazing Actimel,
And I used to have a Babybel.
Today I have a brand new treat,
It’s fresh new from Aunty Lee.
My Skips always taste so good,

‘The Magic Box’ by Georgia H

‘Oh no! I dropped them in the mud!’

I will put in the box…

And I mustn’t forget my grated cheese,
‘Can I go out to play now please, oh please?’

‘The Magic Box’ by Isabelle P.
I will put in the box...
A racing rabbit running on a rumbly, rocky road,
A sheep from a farmers farm,
A green lime from the greenest growing tree.
I will put in the box...
A slow, slithery snail with a small shell,
A 7.2 metre sweet,
An old oil can.
I will put in the box...
An old orange, orange which is rotten,
A dreadful, dull, duck with no colour,
A bold, brave man.
I will put in the box...
A graceful, gliding swan swimming in a lake,
An elegant elf doing work,
A muddy, melody picked from the grass.
My box is fashioned with emeralds and ruby's
with a dark blue colour.

An icicle that is stuck in a big ice cave,
The lava coming out of a volcano,
And a swish of a summer night fall.
I will put in the box...
A flying black bat,
A snail as slow as a sloth,
Fish from the deepest ocean.
I will put in the box…
A snow globe that glows in the night,
A dancing pig from the Chinese town,
A brown dog that looks like chocolate.
I will put in the box...
The skin of a long snake,
The stripes from a Zebra,
The tall Giraffe’s neck.
My box is fashioned with ruby pink glitter, with a
big glittery sign saying ‘The Magic Box’.
It has turquoise gems.

Parental Questionnaire November 2019
Thank you to all those who filled in the questionnaire during our parents Evenings. We were
overwhelmed with the positivity- thank you very much. We had 180 questionnaires filled in.
We would like to share the results with you. The chart and table below give a brief summary of the results.
Question

% Agree plus strongly agree

1

My Child is happy at this school

94.44%

2

The school makes sure its pupils are well-behaved

99.44%

3

The school makes me aware of what my child will
learn in the year

97.22%

4

The school has high expectations for my child

92.78%

5

My child does well at this school

97.78%

6

The school lets me know how my child is doing

98.33%

7

98.89%

9

There is a good range of subjects available at this
school
My child can take part in clubs/activities at this
school
The school supports my child's wider development

10

The school welcomes parents into school

100%

11

I would recommend this school to others

98.89%

8

95.56%
96.11%

The comments were very positive and encouraging, thank you.
What I think the school does well:
In summary these were: safety and security of the site, a welcoming, nurturing and inclusive environment, supportive staff, staff who knew children well and catered for individual
needs, communication, opportunities for parental involvement.
What could be improved:
These were often a “nothing”, however some parents asked for more activities involving
parents after school.
We are trying with this one, but it’s not always easy as children can be tired in the evening
and staff have families who they need to return home to. However, we had our lantern procession this year, which was an evening event and was very well attended. We intend to do
this again next year. We are also going to hold our summer fayre on a Saturday, rather
than after school, to enable more parents/ carers to attend. Our information evenings are
after school as are our parents’ evenings.
Events like sharing days are not possible to be held after school, as they are designed for
parents to see their children working in the classroom, however, if a child does not have a
family member/ friend able to attend, they undertake activities with school staff and are
not left out.
Continued overleaf….

Parental Questionnaire November 2019
(continued….)
More communication about what children are learning.
We are working to put more information about this on our website and you should see improvements over the year.
If there is a particular concern about your child in anyway, you will always be contacted by
the class teacher to discuss this. Home learning activities for the term are optional and will
be on the website. The curriculum evening at the beginning of each academic year gives information for parents.
General Comments
These centred around parents saying thank you, that their children loved school and that
they would not hesitate in recommending the school.
We really do appreciate all of the lovely comments. We love working with you and helping
the children to enjoy school and love learning.

Gold Book Award
Each week we celebrate a child from every class who has demonstrated admirable behaviour or attitudes that promote our school values.

Gold Book Continued….

Stars of the Week!
Well done to all our stars that have worked hard the last couple of weeks — keep up the
great work!

Dates for your Diary
Tuesday 21st January

Sharing Day (Reception - Year 4 Classes)

Tuesday 28th January

Eye Tests: Reception Classes

Wednesday 5th February

Gymnastics Festival: Cherry Class

Tuesday 11th February

Hearing Screening: Acorns E

Wednesday 12th February

Hearing Screening: Acorns H

Thursday 13th February

Friends Whole School Disco’s

Thursday 5th March

World Book Day

Thursday 19th March

Mothers Day Afternoon Tea: Y3 & Y4

Friday 20th March

Mothers Day Afternoon Tea: Acorns, Y1 & Y2

Wednesday 25th March

Parent’s Evening

Thursday 26th March

Parent’s Evening

Tuesday 31st March

Easter Service: Y1-Y4 St Johns Church (am)

Wednesday 1st April

Easter Bonnet Parade: Willow and Acorns Class (am)

Friday 3rd April

Easter Bonnet Parade: Y1-Y4 (am)

Thursday 7th May

V.E. Celebrations Day

Friday 19th June

Fathers Day Breakfast (am)

Monday 22nd June -

Forest School Sharing Week

Friday 26th June
Tuesday 30th June

Sports Day (Weather permitting)

Tuesday 7th July

Reserve Sports Day

Any images contained within this newsletter must not be shared on any social media platforms. Thank you.
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Term Dates
2019 / 2020

Millfields First School Term Dates for the Academic Year 2019 / 2020

Term

Date School Re-Opens

Date School Closes

Autumn Half Term 2

Monday 4th November 2019

Friday 20th December 2019

School Closed:
Christmas Holidays
Spring Half Term 1
School Closed:
Spring Half Term
Spring Half Term 2
School Closed:
Easter Holidays
Summer Half Term 1
School Closed:
Summer Half Term

Summer Half Term 2

Monday 23rd December 2019 - Friday 3rd January 2020
Tuesday 7th January 2020

Friday 14th February 2020

Monday 17th February 2020 - Friday 21st February 2020
Monday 24th February 2020

Friday 3rd April 2020

Monday 6th April 2020 - Friday 17th April 2020
Monday 20th April 2020

Friday 22nd May 2020

Monday 25th May 2020 - Friday 29th May 2020

Monday 1st June 2020

Friday 17th July 2020

School will also be closed on the following dates:

Teacher Training Days

Bank Holidays

Friday 25th October 2019

Friday 8th May 2020 (May Day)

Monday 6th January 2020
Monday 20th July 2020

