NEWSLETTER
2nd October 2020
‘Every Child Counts, Every Moment Matters’
Virtual Assemblies
This term we have all seen lots of changes and have
had to adapt to new ways of doing every day things
that previously we used to take for granted.
As per government guidance, we are not able to hold
assemblies. For us, this is a real shame. A daily assembly was a lovely way to get all children together, to
see them smiling and looking smart, to share stories
and messages, to sing songs and to allow children to
engage as part of the Millfields community.
However, we won’t let Covid hold us back from trying
to make school life as ‘normal’ as we possibly can!
Whilst the singing can no longer happen, with the use
of technology, we have been able to link all children
back together to hold regular whole school assemblies.
It has been lovely for children to be able to see their
friends in other classes - albeit virtually via video link.
We have also been able to complete our weekly
‘Celebration Assemblies’ virtually too!

Mrs Montandon hosting last
weeks ‘Celebration Assembly’.

Each Friday morning children from across the school join Mrs Montandon to celebrate all of
the fantastic things that has happened during the week. ‘Star of the Week’ children and
children who are in the ‘Gold Book’ are recognised for their hard work and impressive attitudes displayed over the week - the whole school then applaud their achievements too!
Certificates and stickers are then handed to the children by their class teacher like a
weekly, virtual awards ceremony!

See pages 5 and 6 for last weeks ‘Star of the Week’ and ‘Gold Book’ pupils from each class.
Look out for more ways that we are going virtual to help continue with everyday school

Parents Evenings: 21st and 22nd October 2020,
Usually at this time of year, teachers would be inviting parents / carers into school to look
at their child’s work, to discuss their progress so far and to see how they have settled into
their new class.
Obviously things are very different this year and parents evenings will not be able to take
place in its usual format. However, we still want to give you the opportunity to find out how
your child is doing in school.
We are pleased to let you know that you will still be having a parents evening appointment
with your child’s teacher, however this year you will be able to attend from the comfort of
your own home!
Via Microsoft Teams, (an online platform that allows you to meet virtually / hold video
meetings), teachers will be able to meet with you for a 10 minute appointment to discuss
your child’s start to the year. Parents evening will take place on the evenings of 21st and
22nd of October 2020, with appointments available from 3.30pm.
We will continue to use the usual booking system, found on our app, to allow you to book a
parent evening time slot. You will be notified of your appointment time. These virtual appointments are allocated at 10 minute slots for each child. A Teams invitation, from your
child’s class teacher, will be sent to you via email before the appointment date to allow you
to access the meeting, you will then be able to log in from this.
We will send a letter home soon detailing how to book an appointment and how to access /
get set up on Microsoft Teams. You will need a tablet or laptop, (as long as you have a microphone), or you can use your smartphone. All you need is internet access and a microphone—you don’t need to worry about having a camera / video access.
If you have no internet access to use ‘Teams’, a telephone appointment can be arranged,
however, please be aware that we only have the main phone line and one other line in and out
of school. As these lines are used regularly throughout the day, telephone appointments will
be limited and need to be arranged separately by emailing your child’s class teacher directly
on their individual class email.
We aim for the booking system to go live via the app on Monday 12th October. We will send
more information out about this shortly.

Harvest Festival
Another event going virtual this year is our Harvest Festival. On Tuesday 20th October all
classes from across the school will join together to celebrate our Harvest Assembly.

This year more than ever, there are families struggling to put food on the table, there are
homeless people wondering where their next meal will come from and more people than ever
are relying on food parcels. We are very much aware that locally this is happening and that
there are families and individuals in Bromsgrove who are in need.
To help support our local community, we are kindly asking that on Friday 16th October, children bring in to school an item of food which is unopened, sealed and in date. The donations
of food will then be placed in a Harvest box in each class. On Tuesday 20th October each
class box will be shown to the rest of the school via an online assembly. Harvest boxes will
then be distributed evenly between local Bromsgrove charities helping those in need.
A letter will be sent home via the app soon to give you more information on this. Thank you
in advance of your support, co-operation and kindness.

Parent App Problems
Thank you to everyone who has emailed us with feedback regarding issues you’re having
with the app. We have forwarded all of the comments on to the Parent App company to look
in to.
We are working with the app company to get this fixed as soon as possible. There is a
known fault that is also affecting other schools. As soon as we have the thumbs up that it
is working properly we will let you know.
Please be assured that if we need to contact you in an emergency we will call you.
We apologise for any inconvenience the issues have caused you. We have been assured that
it will be fixed soon. Thank you for your patience.

Friends Christmas Card Fundraiser
The Friends Association are running the popular Christmas Card fundraiser again this year.
All templates must be returned to school by Tuesday 13th October. You can download the
template by searching google for ‘Class Fundraising Christmas Card Template’. The pdf
should be the first result.
All children should receive a paper template sent home with them by the end of the week.
If you need a spare paper based template please contact the office.

Flu Vaccinations
Nasal Flu Vaccinations will be taking place in school on 27th November for all children from
Reception to Year 4. Consent forms will be sent home soon.

Pupil Photographs
Tempest will now be in school on Friday November 20th 2020 to take children’s individual
photographs.
The photographs will take place across the morning. Each class will come down separately to
have their individual photograph taken. Staff from Tempest will be wearing face masks and
will be practising social distancing at all times.
If your child has P.E. or Forest School on Friday 20th November, please could you send
your child to school in their white polo shirt and school jumper / cardigan. As children will
only have their top half photographed, they will be ok to wear their joggers on their bottom half.
After their photo they will take their jumper / cardigan off and replace it with their outdoor P.E. jumper / hoodie - please send this into school ready to change in to. Please make
sure all items of clothing are named. As we are not permitting children to get changed in
school at the moment, children will then wear their white polo shirt for P.E. / Forest
School. (It might be worth sending them in in an old polo shirt that you won’t mind potentially getting dirty on this day).
Please note, unfortunately we are unable to offer sibling photos this year.
Orders for last years class photographs must be returned to school / placed online by no
later than Thursday 8th October.

Image Consents
When a child starts at Millfields First School we collect consent information from anyone
who has parental responsibility for that child.
As part of GDPR, (General Data Protection Regulations), we must collect consent to be able
to use children’s images in ways we state.
As Covid has forced us to do things very differently to how we ever have done them before, we are now looking at using virtual platforms for us to continue to do the events we
used to do.
Back in July we set up a Millfields YouTube channel as a way for us to give our new starters
an insight of school by means of a virtual tour of Early Years. Last month we ventured into
the realms of Facebook and set up a Facebook page for our Pre-School.
Planning ahead, it is very likely that our Christmas Nativities and Carol services will not take
place as they usually would. As we will not be allowed to invite parents / carers into school
to watch these events, we have been thinking about how we can bring these events to you,
so that children don’t miss out on the extra experiences and so that families can still see
the memorable occasions which happen in school.
To ensure that you are happy with your child being involved in these events, we will be writing to you to ask whether or not you consent to your child being involved in these occasions
and for their image to be taken / recorded and placed online on our website or social media
platforms.

Polite Requests
We have a few polite requests. We really don’t like to moan, but these issues are important,
please read these carefully to help us make the areas around our school a better place.
We have received a number of complaints of individuals smoking outside of our school during drop off and pick up times. Second-hand smoke causes numerous health problems in infants and children, including more frequent and severe asthma attacks, respiratory infections, ear infections, and sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS). Children and adults should
not have to be exposed to this whilst coming to and from our school. Please can we ask that
you refrain from lighting up until you are further away from school. Thank you.
Whilst we appreciate that it is getting colder, please could we ask that you turn off your
engines whilst parked on the roads around school. Babies and children are especially vulnerable to air pollution as their lungs are still growing and developing. Please switch off your
engines whilst waiting to help avoid any unnecessary air pollution and to protect the health
of others. Thank you.
If using the back entrance for drop off for Year 3 / 4 children, please make sure you supervise your child crossing the front of the social club and ensure they make it safely to
the gate where a member of staff will be stood. The roads around the social club can be
very busy with cars and a member of staff had to shout a warning to a child to avoid an accident. Thank you.
And finally… We have been notified by a local resident that a child has urinated on their
property whilst walking home from school. Children are able to use the toilet, by the school
office, at the end of the day if it is a necessity. Please make sure, if there is a queue, that
the office area is kept clear and you wait outside for it to become vacant. Many thanks.

Gold Book Award
Each week we celebrate a child from every class who has demonstrated admirable attitude
and / or behaviours that promote our school values.
Our school values and attitudes are: Friendship, Kindness, Teamwork, Caring to the Community, Respect, Honesty, Independence, Charity and Helpfulness.
Congratulations to all children in the Gold Book for this week...

We would also like to specially recognise each child that is currently having to isolate.
Thank you for all the hard work you are doing at home—we can’t wait to see you back in
school.
Thank you Parents and Carers for your continued support also, it is very much appreciated.

Stars of the Week!
Each week we celebrate children that have produced exceptional pieces of work, or have
given of their best in class. Well done to all our stars that have worked hard over the last
week — keep up the great work!

Aaliya
Oak

Mila
Hazel

‘Every Child Counts, Every Moment Matters’

Term Dates
2020 / 2021

Millfields First School Term Dates for the Academic Year 2020 / 2021
Term

School Opens on:

School closes at the end of the
school day on:

Autumn Half Term 1

Wednesday 2nd September 2020

Friday 23rd October 2020

School Closed:
Autumn Half Term
Autumn Half Term 2
School Closed:
Christmas Holidays
Spring Half Term 1
School Closed:
Spring Half Term

Monday 26th October 2020 to Friday 30th October 2020
Tuesday 3rd November 2020

Friday 18th December 2020

Monday 21st December 2020 to Friday 1st January 2021
Monday 4th January 2021

Friday 12th February 2021

Monday 15th February 2021 to Friday 19th February 2021

Spring Half Term 2
School Closed:
Easter Holidays

Tuesday 23rd February 2021

Thursday 1st April 2021

Monday 5th April 2021 to Friday 16th April 2021

Summer Half Term 1
School Closed:
Summer Half Term
Summer Half Term 2

Monday 19th April 2021

Friday 28th May 2021

Monday 31st May 2021 to Friday 4th June 2021
Tuesday 8th June 2021

Wednesday 21st July 2021

School will be closed on the following days:
Teacher Training Days

Bank Holidays

Tuesday 1st September 2020
Friday 25th September 2020
Monday 2nd November 2020
Monday 22nd February
Monday 7th June 2021

Good Friday: Friday 2nd April 2021
May Day: Monday 3rd May 2021

