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Key facts 

She was born in Florence, Italy, which is how she got 

her name! At first her family didn’t want her to 

become a nurse because they didn’t think it was a 

very nice job to have but Florence was very 

determined and eventually got their consent. 

Florence helped to treat wounded soldiers during the 

Crimean War, and made sure the hospital was clean. 

During the Crimean War, she was nicknamed ‘The 

Lady with the Lamp’ because she would work all night 

to make sure the soldiers had what they needed, like 

water and warm blankets. In 1883 Florence met 

Queen Victoria, who awarded her the Royal Red Cross 

medal to thank her for all of her hard work as a 

military nurse. In 1860, she set up the Nightingale 

Training School at St. Thomas' Hospital in London. 

International Nurses Day is celebrated every year on 

12 May, Florence Nightingale’s birthday. Thanks to 

Florence's work and achievements, people's view of 

nursing was transformed and it became a respectable 

profession for women. The International Red Cross 

(which was founded thanks to her work) awards the 

Florence Nightingale Medal to nurses who have given 

exceptional care to people who are sick and wounded, 

in war or peace. 
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Prior Knowledge 

Cross curricular links/visits 

Science- Hygiene and 

staying healthy.  

Florence Nightingale is famous for 

her nursing work during the 

Crimean War (1854 - 56). She 

changed the face of nursing from a 

mostly untrained profession to a 

highly skilled and well-respected 

medical profession with very 

important responsibilities. 
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